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Foreword 




The North Carolina Public Schools Statistical Profile is a collec- 
tion of statistical information about North Carolina’s elementary and 
secondary schools. This is the twenty-sixth edition of the publication. 
It was initiated in 1975. 



The purpose of this book is to provide general statistical data to the 
public, professional educators, and the General Assembly. This profile 
includes information on public school pupils, personnel, and finances. 
Tables with statewide data are presented in Part I. Part II contains data 
on pupil accounting, high school graduate intentions, public school 
personnel, and current expense expenditures for each local school 
system. Part III provides pupil accounting and financial data for the 
charter schools. 



This publication would not be possible without the full support 
and dedicated efforts of public school administrators, principals, and 
teachers. Their efforts in making this information available are grate- 
fully acknowledged. 
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Pupil Information 



Pupil 

Accounting 



Pupil accounting data are among the most useful sources of information available to 
state and local administrators and to the public in general. This information provides the 
core of the data used in evaluation, planning, allocation of funds, and measurement of 
compliance with federal and state regulations. The basic pupil accounting form used in 
North Carolina is the Principal’s Monthly Report. There are nine reporting periods of 
twenty school days each. Enrollment (ENROLL), average daily membership (ADM), and 
average daily attendance (ADA) are calculated from this report. Membership-last-day 
(MLD), promotions (PROM), and nonpromotions (NP) are derived from the ninth month 
report. Tables 1 -6 present state totals of these student counts for the past ten years. First 
month 1 999-2000 figures are included for enrollment, ADM, and ADA. Pupil accounting 
data for each local education agency (LEA) appear in Part II and in Part III for charter 
schools. 



The definitions of pupil accounting terms used in this publication are: 

Enrollment : The term enrollment represents the number of pupils registered in the 
state’s public schools. Once a pupil is initially counted in the enrollment figure, he/ 
she remains in that count throughout the school year. Students transferring to the 
North Carolina public school system from another state or from non-public schools 
are added to enrollment. Enrollment is not reduced by transfers, withdrawals, deaths, 
or midyear graduations. The end of the year enrollment thus shows a higher count 
than the actual number of students in school. Final enrol Iment, therefore, should not 
be compared to first month enrollment. 

Average Daily Membership : The total number of school days within a given term 
-usually a school month or school year -that a student’s name is on the current roll 
of a class, regardless of his/her being present or absent, is the “number of days in 
membership” for that student. The sum of the “number of days in membership” for 
all students divided by the number of school days in the term yields ADM. The final 
average daily membership is the total days in membership for all students over the 
school year divided by the number of days school wais in session. Average daily 
membership is a more accurate count of the number of students in school than 
enrollment. 



Average Daily Attendance : Attendance is the presence of a student on days when 
school is in session. A student is counted as present only when he/she is actually at 
school, present at another activity sponsored by the school as part of the school’s 
program, or personal ly supervised by a member of the staff. The total number of days 
of attendance for all students divided by the total number of school days in a given 
period gives the average daily attendance (ADA). 

Membership Last Day. Promotions, and Nonpromotions : Membership Last Day 
refers to the number of students remaining in membership as of the last day of school 
for the academic year. Students who are in membership on the last day are either 
advanced to the next grade (promotions) for the coming school year or retained in the 
same grade (nonpromotions) for the succeeding school year. Promotions and 
nonpromotions have been adjusted after summer school. 
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Statewide nonpromotion rates over a ten-year period are presented in Table 7. The rates 
were computed by dividingthe number of nonpromoted students (NP) by the last school day 
membership(MLD). Nonpromotion rates for individual LEAscan be calculated usingNP 
and MLD figures given in Part II. 

Since promotion policies vary among LEAs, care should be exercised in making 
comparisons of nonpromotion rates, particularly at the secondary level. Many secondary 
schools require the completion of a fixed number of Carnegie units or of a required 
curriculum to advance to the next grade level. In many cases, nonpromotion of a grade in 
high school may indicate the failure ofa single course ratherthan the entire oroverall course 
load for that grade level. 

Many students who are not promoted at the end of the regular school session attend 
summer school. A number of them are promoted to the next grade after successfully 
completing the summer session. Nonpromotion rates reflect the results of summer school 
promotions. Table 8 reveals the impact of the 1999 summer school on the 1998-99 
nonpromotion rate. 



The method used in the projection of school final average daily membership is known 
as the cohort survival method. With this method, residential births and grade membership 
are used to calculate the grade survival ratios. To obtain stable survival ratios, a period of 
five years of historical data is used. The projected information has proven valuable to all 
phases of school planning both at the state and local levels. Table 9 summarizes ADM 
projections by grade leve' for the state while Table 1 0 gives the projected final ADM for 
each LEA. 



Information on the numbers of exceptional students identified and served by primary 
exceptionality classification as of December 1 is a part ofthe certified headcount submitted 
to Exceptional Chi Idren/Instructional Services each year. Thefigures in Table 1 1 represent 
an unduplicated count of students (ages 3-2 1 ) who have Individual Education Plans (lEPs) 
and are eligible for federal funds (Title VI-B). Intellectually/academically gifted (AG) 
students were dropped from the exceptionality classifications as of the 1998-99 school 
year. 



Information on pupils in membership by their race and gender is collected annually 
by the Department of Public Instruction. This information is maintained to ensure 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1 964 and Title IV ofthe Education 
Amendments of 1972. School membership is reported by race and gender as ofthe end 
ofthe first school month. Table 12 is a summary of the pupils in membership for 1999- 
2000 by race and gender. Table 13 presents pupil membership by race from 1980-81 to 
1999-2000. These figures should not be confused with average daily membership. 
Charter school membership is excluded from Table 12 and Table 13. Table 37 on pages 
338-339 lists this data for charter schools. 
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High School 

Graduates 

Intentions 



Public School 
Dropout and 
Retention 
Data 



At the end of the school year, guidance counselors and principals at every high school 
report the postgraduate intentions oftheirdiploma recipients. The report includes all those 
who have completed the requirements for graduation since the end of the previous school 
year. Intentions of the graduates are categorized as follows: 

• enrolling in senior (four year) institutions (public and private); 

• enrolling in community and technical colleges; 

• enrolling in junior colleges; 

• enrolling in trade, business, and nursing schools; 

• enlisting in military service; 

• seeking employment; 

• other. 

Table 14 is the state summary of 1999 graduates’ intentions. Table 15 presents a five- 
year history of this information. High school graduates’ intentions for each LEA can be 
found in Part II of this publication. 

A projection of the number of high school graduates by LEA is presented in Table 1 6. 
The future number of high school graduates in each LEA is determined by the prevailing 
birth counts, immigration and emigration rates into and out of the region, promotions, and 
school dropout patterns. 



A dropout is a student who leaves school before graduation or completion of a program 
of study for any reason except death or transfer to another school. Students drop out of 
school for many reasons — academic failure, discipline problems, employment, illness, 
marriage, family instability, and/or dislike of school. The dropout statistics in Table 1 7 
are compiled from information submitted to the Department of Public Instruction by local 
school systems. 

Beginning with the 1998-99 dropout reporting. North Carolina State Board of 
Education policy changes ended the annual reporting of unduplicated dropout rates. 
Therefore, the rates shown in Table 17 are duplicated rates. The duplicated count of 
dropouts includes all students who fit the definition of a dropout for the reporting year, 
regardless of whether or not they had also been reported as dropouts in previous years. 
These rates also include students who withdrew from school to pursue community college 
GED or adult high school diploma programs. These two changes in reporting policy 
resulted in significantly higher numbers than reported in previous years. 

The retention rate is the ratio of the number of twelfth graders at the end of the current 
school year to the number of ninth graders at the beginning of the fourth preceding school 
year. Retention rates are not adjusted for student migration, transfer, nonpromotion, or 
deaths during the four high school years. Therefore, retention rates are not true graduation 
rates. 

During the 1 998-99 school year, 4.6 percent of the students in seventh through twelfth 
grades dropped out of school. The high school dropout rate (grades 9-12) for the year was 
6.8 percent. The state total and percent include charter school dropouts. 
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